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Attached please find preliminary results associated with our survey of 3rd graders.  These 3rd graders are our first class of A2LP Spanish learners, and we are interested in knowing about how much they are learning, how they are experiencing the curriculum and the teaching, and how they perceive the effectiveness of their apprentice teachers.  I have attached the original survey instrument.
In addition to these preliminary results, I have also attached the level indicators grid from the Common European Framework.  As a reminder, the CEF is an internationally recognized approach to language instruction.  It is entirely communicative in nature, and is based on what is referred to as  “can do” approach to language learning.  This platform is widely used not only in Europe, but increasingly around the world.  Our 3rd and 4th grade Spanish curricula are anchored in the A1 level indicators, and we have customized those level indicators for our program; see this document following the survey results.  This customized approach is encouraged by the Council of Europe.

I’m eager to talk soon about these results, as well as to think about what these results tell us about how best to construct the 5th grade learning experiences in Spanish next academic year.  In addition, this offers us some good ideas for thinking through the articulation conversation with secondary Spanish here in AAPS.  Given the new high school graduation requirements, we are in an extraordinarily exciting position to think deeply about our goals for language learning across the entire learning spectrum from grade 3 through high school. 

Ann Arbor Public Schools World Languages
Results from surveying 1,034 3rd graders, Spring 2010
What students learned (and think they learned)

· Just under 40% of students say they learned “everything” that was taught during the year, while 60% say they learned most of what was taught.

· Colors, numbers, the weather, the date, seasons, and greetings topped the list of things students say they learned best.

· Many said they didn’t learn the following elements of Spanish well: saying whole sentences, spelling and writing, and answering and asking questions.  A few students said they wanted to be able to say longer, more meaningful sentences.  They’re clearly wanting even more!

This is an especially important consideration, given our program’s communicative intent.  

· Some students also said pronunciation was difficult for them. 

· Students showed enthusiasm for Spanish with drawings, depicting conversations in Spanish between friends (and animal friends!) and how a typical World Languages class works.

How students feel about learning Spanish

· Over half of students are excited about and happy learning Spanish.  

· Fewer than 10% say they are scared or embarrassed about learning this language, though about 20% say they’re nervous.

· There is an even split (15% each) between students who say songs were their favorite and least favorite part of Spanish class, but half say games were their favorite part and that Spanish class should have even more games.

What students think about their Spanish teachers
· 2/3 of students believe their teachers know a lot of Spanish

· 80% say their teachers are nice.

· Fewer than 10% say their teachers let them get away with a lot during class, and fewer than 10% say they had strict teachers (just over 10% believe teachers had a lot of rules).

· Slightly less than half of students say their teachers teach really well; another third say their teachers teach “pretty well.”

What students think of their own and their class’s behavior in Spanish class
· Just under 60% say they listened and did their best every day.

· 26% say they listened most of the time, and were only silly occasionally.

Suggestions for future Spanish Students and Apprentice Teachers
· About a quarter recommend that future Spanish students really work on listening in class so they get more out of it: “work hard and be good listeners,” “listen to have fun”

· “Just be prepared because Spanish could be difficult,” but also, “Don’t get sad when you get the wrong answer.”

· “You will learn Spanish well it just takes practice.”

· “Play all of the games because they are really fun.”

· “Try to learn as much as you can because then you can go to Mexico and speak their language.”

· Several students want to learn about countries, telling time in Spanish, and animal names.  

Ann Arbor Languages Partnership

Level A1 “Can Do” Indicators

*customized specifically for A2LP

Listening

L1: 
I can understand each letter of the alphabet when it is named aloud or when its sound is produced.

L2:
I can understand numbers to 100, and statements about the time and date.

L3:
I can understand some commonly used words, phrases, and sentences, provided the speaker articulates carefully.

L4:
I can understand common questions about my name, age, home, family, mood, and likes.

L5: 
I can understand many of another person’s statements about their name, age, birthday, address, telephone number, home, family, moods, and likes, provided the speaker articulates carefully.

L6:
I can understand simple holiday and seasonal greetings, and simple statements about the weather. 

L7: 
I can understand the names of many common colors, animals, foods, and school vocabulary.

L8: 
I can understand the names of the main body parts.

Reading

R1:
I can produce the name and sound of each letter when reading.

R2:
I can read numbers to 100 written in word-form, and written times and dates.

R3: 
I can read some commonly used words, phrases, and sentences.

R4:
I can understand information about people’s names, ages, homes, families, moods, and likes when reading a piece of writing about them. 

R5:
I can understand a questionnaire that asks me basic information such as the date, my name, age, birthday, address, and telephone number.

R6:
I can understand simple holiday and seasonal greetings on cards and signs, and simple written statements about the weather.

R7: 
I can read the names of many common colors, animals, foods, and school vocabulary.

R8: 
I can read the names of the main body parts.

Writing

W1:
I can use each letter of the alphabet appropriately when writing.

W2:
I can write numbers to 100 in word-form, and I can write times and dates.

W3:
I can write some commonly used words, phrases, and sentences.

W5:
I can write sentences and simple phrases about myself and my home, family, moods, and likes.

W4:
I can fill in a questionnaire with information such as the date, my name, age, birthday, address, and telephone number.

W6:
I can write a greeting card, a postcard, or a simple note.

W7: 
I can write the names of many common colors, animals, foods, and school vocabulary.

W8: 
I can write the names of the main body parts.

Spoken Production
Sp1:
I can name each letter of the alphabet and produce its sound.

Sp2:
I can name numbers to 100, and can state the time and date.

Sp3:
I can say some commonly used words, phrases, and sentences when talking to a group.

Sp4:
I can describe my home, family, moods, and likes.

Sp5:
I can give personal information such as my name, age, birthday, address, and telephone number.

Sp6:
I can state simple holiday and seasonal greetings, and make simple statements about the weather.

Sp7: 
I can name many common colors, animals, foods, and school vocabulary.

Sp8: 
I can name the main body parts aloud.

Spoken Interaction
Si1: 
I can introduce myself, somebody else, and use basic greetings and leave-taking expressions.

Si2:
I can be understood when I say certain simple, familiar sentences, but I am dependent on my partner to help me when the sentences are more complicated.

Si3:
I can ask people questions about where they live, people they know, things they have, etc. and have many such questions addressed to me provided they are articulated slowly and clearly.

Si4:
I can handle numbers, quantities, cost, and time.

Si5: 
I can understand simple directions asking me to stand up, sit down, line up, speak, or listen when they are addressed carefully and slowly to me.

Strategies

St1:
I can say when I don’t understand.

St2:
I can very simply ask someone to repeat what they said or to slow down their speaking.
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