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CITY OF ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN

Public Services Area/Water Treatment
919 Sunset Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48103

Web: www.a2gov.orqg Printed on recycled paper

August 31, 2012

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
Mail Code: DHAC, PJ-12.7

888 First Street, NE

Washington, DC 20426

RE: Compliance with Run-of-River Operation
Barton Dam, FERC Project No. 3142

Please find the following responses to the August 2, 2012 letter to the City regarding compliance with
run-of-river operation.

1) Provide monthly monitoring reports for April through June 2012 as required by paragraph (B) of
the Order Modifying and Approving Run-of-River Flow Compliance Plan

Since the City did not receive the October 24, 2011 Order Modifying and Approving Run-of-River Flow
Compliance Plan until August 13, 2012, the City has not generated the monthly monitoring reports
identified in the order and is therefore unable to provide them as this data was not being saved
historically. The Order identifies providing hourly records of outflow, spillway gate openings, power
generation, and head pond level. Since receipt of the Order on August 13, the City has put into place
hourly data collection for outflow, power generation and head pond level, as these items are monitored in
the City’s SCADA system. One of the items requested to be tracked, spillway gate openings, is not
available in the City’s SCADA system and therefore it is not possible to provide hourly data for this item.
Attached to this letter is a sample of the data that we have collected since receipt of the Order.

In review of the October 24, 2011 Order, the City has identified several components for which
compliance is currently not possible. As indicated above, the City is not able to trend the gate positions.
The gate position information is captured locally at the dam and processed by a PLC at the site with the
newly developed calibration curves to generate a total flow number that is passing the dam. Therefore,
the total flow passing the dam and the gate positions are based on the same data, just different units.
Because this information is redundant, the City does not understand the need and benefit to providing
both flow data and gate position. The other item from the Order for which compliance is currently not
possible is the provision of real-time flow data to the public electronically. The flow data is currently
totalized in the City’s SCADA system which operates on a secure server. The City does not currently
have the capability of allowing public access to this flow data without jeopardizing the security of the
City’s Water Treatment Plant’s control system.



20120831-5197 FERC PDF (Unofficial) 8/ 31/2012 2:00:11 PM

2) Provide monitoring reports for the period July 25 through 31, 2012 which include daily headpond
and tailwater elevations, flows through the project, and turbine operations

See response to Item 1) above. We have added tailwater elevation to the data requested from the order
and will be providing that information as part of future monthly reports.

3) Provide identification of the days and circumstances when the project was not operated in a run-
of-river mode

During the period between July 23 and July 27, river flow dropped below the low flow set point for
control at Barton Dam causing the pond level to drop approximately 0.15 feet below the normal pond
level range. The low flow set point for Barton is 100 CFS per the City’s exemption. Once determining
that we were not able to operate at 100 CFS and maintain the pond within its normal limits, the City

* reduced the low flow set point to 50 CFS to allow the pond to recover. During this period the dam was
not operating in true run-of-river mode as we were trying to recover the pond level slowly to get back into
its normal range.

4) Provide a description of any adverse environmental impacts that you have observed or may have
occurred as a result of any noncompliance during that period

We did not detect any adverse environmental impacts associated with this period where the dam was not
operating in run-of-river mode.

5) Provide any actions that you have taken or propose to take in order to ensure future compliance
with the requirement of your exemption

We reduced the low flow set point to accommodate future low flow conditions in the river.

General Comments

In addition to the responses identified above, the City would like to remind FERC that it submitted its
final gate calibration data and plan to FERC on January 11, 2012, The City has not received a response
from FERC on this submittal indicating its acceptance of its run-of-river plan, and is still waiting for
concurrence with the plan submitted. Note that as a precondition to this submittal, the plan and data was
reviewed and accepted by the US Fish and Wildlife Service. The US Fish and Wildlife Service’s
response was attached to the January 11, 2012 submittal to FERC.

The City intends to summarize its proposed changes to the Order and share with the Michigan DNR and

US Fish and Wildlife Service for their review and acceptance and then issue a request for an Amendment
to the Order to FERC.

If you have any questions or require clarifications on the responses provided in this letter, please do not
hesitate to contact me bsteglitz@a2gov.org or (734) 794-6426, ext. 43905.

Sincerely,

p-b St

Brian Steglitz.
Sr. Utilities Engineer
City of Ann Arbor Water Treatment Plant
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